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TEXT OF COMMENTS FOR 8/4/05PUBLIC HEARING

My nameis LaurenRosenzweig.I ama Selectman,former PlanningBoardChairperson,andlong-time
residentof Acton.

First,I would like to thankActon’s federalandstatecongressionaldelegations— particularlyCongressman
Meehan,SenatorResor,andRepresentativesEldridgeandAtkins for taking anactiveinterestin this matter.
Weareconfidentthatour electedofficials will step forwardto help theTown obtainfrom EPAan
appropriateplanto cleanup the pollution fromtheGracesuperfundsite that continuesto contaminatesome
of theTown’smaindrinkingwaterwells andaquifers.

I haveabriefletterwith attachmentsto submitthis eveningfor therecordon behalfof the Boardof
Selectmen,theActon WaterDistrict, andtheActonCitizensfor EnvironmentalSafety.

All threeof theseentitieswill also besubmittingextensiveadditionalcommentson EPA’s ProposedPlan
beforethe closeof thepublic commentperiod.

On amorepersonalnote,whenI was electedSelectman,peoplevoted for meknowing that I amthe
proverbial “soccerMom” who would fight for thethingsthat they alsocaredaboutfor their familiesand
their children. Oneofthemostprimaryof theseis the protectionofthepublic healthandthepurity of our
drinkingwater.

Forover 25 yearsnow we haveknownthattherearepollutantsthathavecontaminatedour groundwater—
someof which are knowncarcinogens.The EPAthroughtheyearshasbeenanally in helpingus to identify
theproblemsandgetthemcleanedup. This cooperativeeffortwasdonewithmuchdialogueand
transparency.

Nowwe find ourselvesata pointwheresuddenlywefeelbetrayed.Thoughtherearesomeaspectsof
EPA’s proposedplanthatarecompletelyin line withour expectations,thereareotherportions,suchas
relying on MotherNatureandtheWaterDistrict to cleanup Grace’spollution in theNortheastPlume,that
arecompletelyunacceptable.

I have2 boysathome—JeremyandMax. Whentheyspill their milk on ourcountertopI makethemclean
it up right away. Theyinvariablytry to argue he did it, no he did it. Regardless,I handthemeachapaper
towel andtheygetbusywiping it up. We don’t wait until it’s dripping overthecounterontothe floor, or
seepinginto thesilverwaredrawer. We cleanit up right away. Canyou imagineeitherofthemleavingthe
spilledmilk there,andlaterat nightwhenI noticeit, one of themsaying “I’m notgonnacleanit up,
someoneelsecando it; besides,it’s a pre-existingcondition, it will go awayin 25 yearsanyway”?

Well, that is whatyou, the EPA, are sayingto us. Thatasthe “parent” in this situation,you arenotgoingto
makethe responsiblepartycleanit up. You are regardingit as a pre-existingconditionthat theWater
District andMotherNaturewill cleanup overthe next25 years.This is unacceptable.



Not just I, buttheBoardof SelectmenandmanyActon residentsrejectEPA’s proposedplanto relyon
MotherNatureandtheActon WaterDistrict to cleanup Grace’spollutants.

We are alsogreatlyconcernedwith EPA’s failure to recognizethe importanceof the well calledWRG-3 as
anirreplaceablewatersupplysourcein theTown. Your remedymust fully restoreandprotectWRG-3 and
its aquiferso that the Town hasa fully usabledrinkingwateraquifer for thefuture.

In short, in its ProposedPlan,EPA should:

• Aggressivelyprotectthepublic healthandtheenvironment.
• RequireGraceto activelyremoveits toxic chemicalsfrom thepublic drinkingwateraquifers.
• ForceGrace— not thepublic — to payto cleanup this widespreadpollution.
• ForceGrace— not thepublic - to payto removeGrace’schemicalsfromthepublic watersupply.
• Ensurethatthesepreciousdrinkingwateraquiferscanbe fully usednow andin the futurefor the

Town’sdrinkingwaterwells.
• RequireGraceto takeall necessarymeansandmeasuresto ensurethatWRG-3 is fully usableas

soonas possibleandprotectedfromGrace’spollution indefinitely.

The currentplandoesnotdo this. We hopethat, onreflection,you will seetheneedto upgradetheplanto
do so.

Thankyou.
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